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Unit Information
Grade Level: 

9-12
Subject: 

English Language Arts
Description: 

Prior to reading Lord of the Flies, students research disaster preparedness. Students keep daily blog posts summarizing information they learned about disaster preparedness. They  write a research paper conveying information necessary for successfully surviving a disaster scenario--specifically a fictional  Zombie Apocalypse. Then, in groups, students make Public Service Announcements (Video Clips), illustrating ways to prepare for a real-life disaster, upload it to Youtube, and share it with the class.  Throughout the unit, students examine the credibility of sources, provide objective summaries, and learn how to cite textual evidence using MLA format. The use of technology and topic of zombies draws reluctant learners in to attempt  research, in-text citation, MLA, videography and editing, while also deepening the learning of the research process.
Major Goals:

At Pioneer Valley High School, our student learner outcomes are represented by the acronym TRACK: Technology, Responsibility, Analysis, Communication, and Knowledge. This unit strives to meet all these goals:
TECHNOLOGY
· Utilize technology to access current/relevant information regarding disaster survival (via classroom website)
· Use Google Docs to type Blog Posts/Reactions 
· Upload Posts on Class Blog (Blogger/Moodle)
· Practice good “digital citizenship” while providing peer feedback on other students’ blog posts
· Work with Google Docs to produce, revise, edit and publish Informational research paper on Disaster Preparedness
· Learn to use video cameras and editing equipment
· Employ Video Recording software to capture and edit Disaster Preparedness Public Service Announcements 
· Upload PSA’s onto YouTube.com 
RESPONSIBILITY
· Understand how to react and act in a disaster scenario
· Inform the public about disaster preparedness, i.e. classmates (or school/community as an extension)  
· Work individually and collaborate effectively as a group to meet deadlines
ANALYSIS
· Synthesize a variety informational texts including articles, pamphlets, essays, video clips, maps, and a How-to-Guide
COMMUNICATION
· Discuss informational text during class discussions
· Convey information, evidence, and sources clearly in writing 
· Plan and record a Disaster Preparedness PSA Video (or Presentation) that presents evidence, conveys information, and provides a conclusion that summarizes the main points
KNOWLEDGE
· Gain knowledge about disaster preparedness 
· Hone technological skills in Google Docs, Blogger/Moodle, and video recording 
· Transmit knowledge to new content areas and the broader community
One of the primary goals of this unit is technology integration. In this case, the use of technology helps to deepen the learning of the core academic content and enables students to express themselves more freely. I will provide instruction on how to set up and maintain blog posts, utilize Google Docs for the writing process and publishing, use a video camera/editing equipment, and upload videos to YouTube. Access to technology is completely necessary for this unit, even at the most basic level--all articles, books, pamphlets, and videos are accessed digitally, so students must have internet connection and basic-intermediate computer skills (Much of the content could be printed out; however, Pioneer Valley High School has an extremely limited copy budget, so I have adapted this unit to include almost everything digitally).
After accessing digital media/readings and class discussion, students create and maintain “Disaster Preparedness” blog posts/reactions throughout the unit; writing objective summaries of the information learned while citing textual evidence and support, according to proper MLA format. Aside from article reactions, posts take on several forms including creative writing. Students may use Google Docs to write their posts and ensure proper spelling, mechanics, and formal style, and publish with Blogger/Moodle. Additionally, they will also have the opportunity to “comment” on other students’ blog posts--helping them to become better “digital citizens” in a controlled environment. 
There are two summative projects for this unit. The first is an individual informational research paper which asks them to analyze and synthesize all the information presented throughout the unit and turn it into a mini-survival guide.  They use Google Docs to produce, revise, edit and publish their writing. 
The second summative project is a group presentation where students make a Public Service Announcement illustrating ways the public can prepare for a real-life disaster scenario. The PSA requires using video camera, illustrating ways to prepare for a real-life disaster, upload it to Youtube, and share it with the class. 
While Zombies are what hooks the kids, they are clearly not the focal point. This unit is a precursor to reading, Lord of the Flies, a book which begs the question: what would you do to survive in a disaster scenario? This project fills in background knowledge that will help pique students’ interest prior to reading the novel. Although the premise may seem trivial, I know the topic and integration of technology draws students in to attempt  research, in-text citation, and MLA--something they are otherwise hesitant to venture into. 
Note:
The project actually has them learning skills that would prepare them for any disaster situation--I.e. floods, power outages, earthquake, terrorist attacks, etc. This is why they will be doing research on specific websites I have chosen in advance for academic merit and validity--otherwise it could get totally off track (the CDC, Department of Homeland Security, and FEMA are three of the government sources involved in the research).
Target student age/level:

Appropriate for 9th - 12th grade students who have basic to intermediate computer skills and work well in pairs/groups.

Time Required:

12 Class Periods (90 Minute Blocks)~ Can be Shortened to 8 if PSA Video is left out

Content Standards:

READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT
1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
WRITING STANDARDS
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.
SPEAKING AND LISTENING
5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

Lesson Plans:
The Zombie Apocalypse is Coming Lessons

Assessment and Evaluation:
· Students earn credit for completing daily summaries/reactions on Blogger/Moodle. 

· The final research paper is evaluated using the PVHS Writing Rubric and this Tally Sheet. 

· The Public Service Announcement is evaluated using a Video Presentation Rubric. 

Resources:

· Equipment: Use of a computer lab with Internet connection, LCD overhead projector, Video Cameras / Camera Phones
· Software: Google Drive Account (including access to Google Docs, Slides, Blogger/Moodle); Video Editing (Windows Movie Maker, iMovie, WeVideo)
· Video: Access to Youtube.com on Campus
· Books: The Zombie Survival Guide: Complete Protection from the Living Dead by Max Brooks
Other: 

Article Resources Link
Rubric Resources Link
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