I’ve decided that for this paper, I am going to have an audience of teenagers around my age. I am going to attempt to appeal to this audience through relating to their circumstances, and being educational in a way that doesn’t come off as “preachy”, more like a “Hey, did you know this?” kind of thing.

THAT’S BULL

What’s bull, you ask? Maybe you think that it’s “bull” that you’re mom is making you wash your own clothes, or maybe you think it’s “bull” that you can barely afford to drive your new car with the insane gas prices these days. I got news for you people: it could be worse. Sure, it could be a lot better, but it could also be worse.

Take bullfighting, for example. How would you like to be thrown into a cage with a wild animal ready to paint the walls with your blood? I’m guessing you don’t want that. That’s the kind of thing that bullfighters (or, Matadors) have to deal with every time they put on a show for their audience. As dangerous as this “sport” can be, many people argue that it is also an art form; a means of expressing oneself in an epic battle of life and death.

 “Nobody ever lives their life all the way up except bull-fighters” (Pg. 18, The Sun Also Rises), In this quote, the main character, Jake, is arguing that bull-fighters live more of a life than anyone else. Jake’s admiration of bull-fighters shows that he’s a fan, and maybe that he wishes he was a bull-fighter because his life is passing him by. 

While people like Jake argue that bull-fighting is something to behold, others argue that it’s barbaric, like Robert from the CNN message boards: “Someone who is willing to risk his life to artfully torture an animal to its death has earned more pain that what was received and is only a taste of what all bullfighters deserve. Bullfighting IS barbaric.” 

Personally, I don’t see the need to kill bulls for sport, but that’s just me. I’ll admit that it IS an art form, but pretty much anything that can used to entertain people can be considered art. There might be an art to, say, plugging your body full of holes with piercings, but that doesn’t necessarily mean that we should mutilate animals for fun. At the very least, we should get the bull’s permission before we make him fight for his life, which is going to be impossible until we find an animal psychic who’s willing to help. 

Some may argue that bull-fights are a show of man fighting a beast for his life, and that it is the most pure form of man vs. nature to date. People like to come to the shows to see how glorious the matador is in his victory over the “mindless” animal. If the matador is really all he’s cracked up to be, why is the bull weakened so much? According to PETA.com, “The bulls are intentionally debilitated with heavy sandbags dropped on their backs; bulls used for fighting are drugged...common practice is to “shave” the bulls’ horns by sawing off a few inches…” Not only that, but if the matador for whatever reason cannot kill the bull, an executioner is called out to end its life. It’s a lot like taking on Tyler Durden of Fight Club in a fistfight with one arm tied behind his back, it just isn’t fair.

I don’t want to sound like a hippie here (No offense to hippies), but I just don’t see the point of decapitating animals when there are so many other things that we could be doing in our free time, like going to movies or hanging out with friends at the mall. Bull-fighting isn’t really a problem unless you happen to be near Spain, but if you do find yourself in Spain in the near future, I’d suggest you stay away from the bull-fights. Maybe check out some of the other things the country has to offer: the beaches, landmarks, stores, that sort of thing. Bullfighting, however flashy, is simply glorified animal sacrifice, and that, my friends, is what I think is bull.
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